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WATSONIA 1, PT, 1V, 1950,

SHORT NOTE
ALIENS IN FIELD AT FROYLE, N. HANTS, V.C.12

On October 12th, li4a, the gamekeeper reported to me that he had
seen some strange vu(.ds in a field at Yarnham's Farm, one of which I
knew by his description to be Datura Stramso—um L. 1 visited the
field, which is of about six acres, with soil of ctay with flints on upper
chalk. The 600 ft. contour line crosses the field about the middle, the
ground sloping to the south. The lower part was planted with potatoes
and the top 14 acres with ridze cucumbers, and it was in this piece
that the aliens were growing.
Fisons potato manure, potassium chlorate, and castor meal.

In addition to the one Duotura plant and fifty species of weeds com-
mon on arable ground, the following aliens were found. They have
been identified at the British Museum (Natural History) and by Mr
J. 1’. M. Brenan (the latter are marked *):—

Abundant—Amaranthus ehlvrostachys Willd.*,
wnecinntus Thell.*, Chenopodium earinatum R, Br., C. carinaturn
% eristatiwm (1. Muell)) F. Muell. (det. Dr Aellen).

Occasional—Erodium cygnorum Nees®, Medicago minima (1..) Bartal.
var. reete (Desf.) Burnat, Xanthium spinosum L., Physalis
irocarpa Brot., Chenopodium pumilio R. Br., (. cristatum (F.
Muell) F, Muell.

Rare—Erystmum sp.? (too young for identification), Malvastrum spica-
tum (L) A, Gray, Medicago luciniata Mill, var. brachyacantha
Boiss., Nicandra physaloides (L.) Gaertn., Sorghum vulgare
Pers., Iragrostis poaeoides Beauv., K. pilosa (I.) Beauv.

A. Dinteri Schinz var.

Soon afterwards the ground was ploughed, and again during the
spring of 1948. It was then harrowed and in July planted with Broecoli
in rows 3 ft. apart. It received no more cultivation and soon became
covered with weeds of which Stellaria media L. was dominant, cover-
ing most of the ground. Only about twenty species were found in 1948,
and only three of the aliens, Admaranthus chlorostachys fairly abundant
in one part of the field, and one plant each of Erodium cygnorum and
Medicago laciniata var., brachyacantha.

C. Langrince,
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